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CONTEXT

Evidence-based advocacy are imperative to find new
ways to overcome these challenges through policy
changes for sustainable sanitation and water supply
facilities and services. Increased engagement of and
collaboration among stakeholders are required to
address further challenges ahead on sanitation and
water supply in South Asia.

Freshwater Action Network South Asia (FANSA) is a
coalition network of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs)
actively involved in the WASH sector across South Asia,
FANSA launched formally in 2008, is active in the WASH
sector in South Asia with representation from eight
countries of South Asia, (i.e., Afghanistan, Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri
Lanka). 

The idea to establish a network of South Asia's regional
civil society organizations emerged during a global
meeting of the Freshwater Action Network (FANSA).
Initially hosted by Modern Architects for Rural India
(MARI) from 2008 to 2020, now the FANSA secretariat
has  been shifted to Lumanti, Nepal from 2021.

The South Asia harbors one-fourth of the world’s
population. Attempts to achieve universal access to
sanitation and water has been a challenging task for
governments in the region. The figures on water supply
and sanitation situation in the region show gloomy
picture. This is further exacerbated by the economic
disparities and continuous increase in climate induced
impacts in the region. 

VISION

An inclusive,
equitable and
climate
resilient WASH
facilities and
services for
ALL in South
Asia.

MISSION

To support civil
society
organizations in
South Asia for their
meaningful
engagement in
WASH advocacy to
enhance/ensure
inclusive, equitable
and climate resilient
WASH facilities and
services for all,
particularly focusing
on the key
vulnerable
populations.
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Practice good governance to ensure transparency, accountability, participation and
sustainability.

Promote the inclusion of the marginalized, excluded and indigenous
communities in policies, programs and activities. 

Democratic decision-making process with open and respectful
dialogue considering tolerance, transparency and equal participation
of members in the conduct of its activities. 

Respect socio-cultural, traditional, ethnic, multi-religious and
political identity of member countries and promote cross-boundary
regional harmony. 
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Values 

GOALS 

GOAL 1: 
RESEARCH BASED

ADVOCACY 

GOAL 2: 
CAPACITY

DEVELOPMENT:

GOAL 3:
COLLABORATION

AND ENGAGEMENT:

GOAL 4: 
POLICY PRACTICE
INTERACTIONS:

GOAL 5: 
INSTITUTIONAL

GROWTH:

Promoting and supporting
regional and international
collaboration for research-
based advocacy on WASH
agenda related to COVID-
19, climate change and

disaster risk reduction and
other contextually relevant
themes particularly relevant

to South Asia.

 Enhancing capabilities to
participate in advocacy

for WASH rights, climate
change impacts,
functionality and

sustainability and to
support evidence-based
policy formulation and

planning.

 Continuing to enhance
collaboration and

engagement with like-
minded organizations
and other stakeholder
groups including youth

and entrepreneurs’
networks to accelerate

progress on WASH.

 Strengthening
interactions between

policymakers,
practitioners, researchers

and members of other
societal groups, and
providing sufficient

evidence for
policymaking processes. 

Strengthening
organizational,

operational and financial
capacity that is

sustainable, efficient,
equitable and able to
support FANSA and its

activities.

FANSA OVER THE LAST ONE AND HALF DECADE
FANSA has grown to be a known and recognized forum for supporting CSOs and most
marginalized communities in accessing WASH services to all ensuring equitable and inclusive
services leaving no one behind. FANSA has pioneered the practice of “bringing the community
voices” at the national, regional and global platforms to sensitize and influence the highest
political and administrative authorities by directly highlighting the issues, concerns, and
recommendations”.

The primary objective of FANSA is to facilitate the meaningful engagement of CSOs in national,
regional, and global policymaking processes and policy advocacy aiming to ensure accessible
water and sanitation services for all, without leaving anyone behind.

OBJECTIVE

LANDSCAPE OF FRESHWATER ACTION NETWORK SOUTH ASIA

2



3

One of the notable achievements in the past one and half decade journey of FANSA is pioneering
the practice of amplifying community voices. Throughout its existence, FANSA has significantly
contributed to shaping the regional WASH agenda in national, regional, and global forums. Aligned
with global agenda, such as the UN resolution on the 'Rights to Water and Sanitation,' UN
Sustainable Development Goals, and collaborations with global consortia like Sanitation and Water
for All (SWA) and the End Water Poverty (EWP) campaign, FANSA continues to work towards
achieving universal access to safely managed water and sanitation services by 2030 in South Asia
ensuring leaving no one behind (LNOB). It achieves this by bridging regional boundaries and
facilitating dialogues between policymakers, practitioners, researchers, the press/media, and other
relevant stakeholders not limiting with South Asia but across the global networks.

Furthermore, identifying the WASH needs of unreached and vulnerable groups of people through
multi-stakeholder dialogue and engagement, including the private sector, at the sub-national,
national and regional level is imperative. Accordingly, FANSA will enhance its collaboration and
actions on advocacy, capacity building, policy-practice interactions, and promotion of social
entrepreneurship by providing sufficient evidence that can contribute to the realization of universal
access to sustainable and resilient WASH facilities and services in South Asia.
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Freshwater Action Network South Asia
396 Kumaripati, Jagannath Marg
Dakshinkali Tole, Ward: 5
Lalitpur Metropolitan City, Nepal
P.O.Box : 10546
Lalitpur, Nepal
Call us 977-1-5435156 / 5435157
website: www.fansaregional.net
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FOR FURTHER DETAILS, CONTACT

MEMBERS

FANSA
Afghanistan 

FANSA
Bangladesh -

SKS
Foundation

FANSA Bhutan-
Bhutan Toilet
Organization

FANSA India-
MARI

FANSA
Maldives -
WaterCare

FANSA
Nepal -
ENPHO 

FANSA
Pakistan-

HOPE
Foundation

FANSA Sri
Lanka - CEJ

In the last two years, FANSA has grown
tremendously and its CSO network members
increased from 350 plus to 600 plus at
present across South Asia. This is possible
due to high level of dedication from the
respective FANSA country chapters.

CWISAN

PARTNERS

FANSA Regional Secretariat Hosted by

FANSA’S CONTINUING COMMITMENTS

FANSA is committed to bring substantive improvement
in the practice change and vice versa to inform policy
change process in order to ensure access of poor,
vulnerable and unreached communities to safe,
affordable, equitable and inclusive Water, Sanitation
and Hygiene (WASH) services to all leaving no one
behind. In this journey, FANSA focuses on empowering
community leaders and civil society organizations to
effectively engage for collective actions to influence
policies, processes with the evidence from the ground,
and make duty bearers and service institutions
accountable and responsible for ensuring WASH
facilities to one and all with gradual improvement in the
ladder of services.

http://www.fansaregional.net/photogallery.html
mailto:info@fansaregional.net

