
Strengthening Civil Society Network in South Asia to achieve SDG 6

Aim
The program aims to strengthen the
capacity of Freshwater Action Network
South Asia (FANSA) platform and its
coordination mechanisms to scale up
participatory citywide inclusive
sanitation (CWIS) approach in South
Asia (SA) and beyond thereby leading to
establishing itself as a vibrant South
Asian Network of Civil Society
Organizations (CSOs).

Context
As any social and development intervention to succeed, it is important to adopt a bottom-up, need and rights-based
approach, incorporating community voices (of low-income, marginalized communities, women, people with different
sexual identity who are in minority, and sanitation workers) for the success of the CWIS (Citywide Inclusive Sanitation)
approach. The outcome of a CWIS approach is that everyone in an urban area has access to and benefits from
adequate and sustainable sanitation services thereby managing human waste safely along the entire sanitation service
chain. 

Rationale
Asia’s cities are growing rapidly. By 2030, more than 55% of the
population will live in urban areas. With higher population densities
and urban expansion, managing the vast amounts of human waste
is becoming ever more challenging. Lack of sanitation can
significantly impact city and national economies, affecting public
health, productivity, competitiveness, real estate values, and the
overall quality of life. Rapid urbanization and population growth, and
the limited experience with quality on-site sanitation and faecal
sludge management services are challenges for improved urban
sanitation program. Goal

Strengthening Civil Society Network in
South Asia to achieve SDG 6 by
concerted action for scaling up CWIS.

Impact

Targeted population have increased
access to Safely Managed Sanitation
Service (SMSS) through CWIS in the SA
Region.

Results areas 
Poor, vulnerable, and marginalized communities have equitable
access to safe WASH services as a result of CWIS. FANSA, as a
vibrant CSO network in SA, will advocate extensively for CWIS
across the South Asia to achieve the right to WASH facilities of poor
and vulnerable communities by organizing, demonstrating, and
advocating equitable, inclusive, and sustainable water and sanitation
management practices in partnership with the sector stakeholders.
This ensures that the benefits of CWIS are reaching the neediest at
the bottom of the pyramid. 

Potential Risks
Adverse socio-political and economic effects due to geo-political effects of existing conflicts between Ukraine
and Russia (Low) 

Existing Political crisis within the region and among some of the participating countries for example Sri Lanka
and Afghanistan (High)

Public health crisis due to Covid surges (High)

Shifting of Government’s priorities from one sector to another (Medium)

Working across seven different countries of SA having varied capacities, work cultures, and social processes in
each country within SA might cause difficulty in uniform understanding for adopting the approach, and the
project essence itself in delivering the outputs aligning with the FANSA regional anchors (Medium)

Rising for the Rights:



Intervention logic

FANSA is a network of Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) active in the WASH sector in South Asia with representation
from eight countries of South Asia, (i.e., Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri
Lanka). It was formally launched in 2008 mainly with the purpose of facilitating effective engagement of CSOs in
national, regional, and international policy-making processes and to ensure accessible water and sanitation services to
all leaving no one behind. FANSA is engaged in empowering community leaders and civil society organizations to
effectively engage and collectively support and influence policies, processes, and institutions responsible for ensuring
access to safe water, sanitation, and hygiene for everyone. 

Over the past 15 years, FANSA has grown to be a known and recognized forum for supporting CSOs’ and most
marginalized communities at all levels. FANSA has pioneered the practice of “bringing the community voices” to the
regional and global platforms to sensitize and influence the highest political and administrative authorities by directly
highlighting their issues, concerns, and recommendations”. For over 15 years, FANSA has contributed to, and helped
shape, the regional WASH agenda at national, regional and global forums. FANSA, through its programs and alignment
with regional and global agendas (such as UN resolution on the ‘Rights to Water and Sanitation’ and UN Sustainable
Development Goals) and with regional and global collaborations (such as ongoing collaboration with the global
consortium like the Sanitation and Water for All (SWA) and End Water Poverty (EWP) campaign), will continue to
contribute towards achieving the target to provide universal access to safely managed water and sanitation by 2030 in
South Asia ensuring leaving no one behind, by bridging regional boundaries and facilitating dialogue between
policymakers, practitioners, researchers, press/media and other relevant stakeholders.

The FANSA secretariat was initially hosted by Modern Architects for Rural India (MARI), India from 2008 to 2020 and
has recently been shifted to Lumanti, Nepal from 2021. 
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